
The Millington Board of May-
or and Aldermen has unani-
mously approved a non-residen-
tial Development Agreement for 
Outparcel No. 3 in the Forked 
River Commons shopping cen-
ter. 

Board members took the action 
during their March 11 regular 
monthly meeting on a motion 
offered by Alderman Bethany 
Huffman and seconded by Al-
derman Mike Caruthers.

BRG Development Partners 
owns a 1.79-acre tract zoned 
PD, Planned Development, in 
front of the shopping center that 
the company will develop into a 
three-bay commercial building.

At two regular meetings last 
fall, the Millington Planning 
Commission separately ap-
proved the Site Plan and de-
sign submitted for the outparcel 
building.   

A bond amount of $13,568 was 
approved by the commission at 
its March 18 meeting. 

The outparcel is on the west 
side of Highway 51 and north 
of where the LongHorn Steak-
house restaurant will be located.

At the commission’s October 
2023 meeting, City Planner Na-
thaniel McHaffie noted that the 
building will be slightly more 
than 10,000 square feet, with a 
drive-through on the south end 
of it. An ATM will be located on 
the back of the site.

While 50 parking spaces are 
required, McHaffie said there 

will be 74, with four “van-acces-
sible” spaces.

Although the seven “queuing 
spaces” in the drive-through will 
exceed the city’s requirements, 
he noted that queuing had not 
been marked for the ATM.

McHaffie said stormwater 
detention for this outparcel is 
“already handled” by the main 
shopping center development.

The commission approved the 
Site Plan with the following 
conditions:

(1) A photometric Site Plan 
must be provided that does not 
exceed 5 foot-candles. 

(2) The ATM queuing must be 
striped for at least three cars.

(3) Yellow-detectable surfac-
es that comply with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act must 
be provided on the handicapped 
ramps.

(4) Location of the irrigation 
water tap must be shown on the 
Utility Plan.

At the commission’s Decem-
ber 2023 meeting, McHaffie 
said the building will consist of 
the Exterior Insulation Finishing 
System, which is artificial plas-
ter.

He noted that the EIFS part 
will be an off-white color, and 
the bottom 3 feet of the building 
will be a gray brick façade.

McHaffie also said there will 
be a red “accent” awning for the 
middle tenant that is compatible 
with the city’s Design Guide-
lines.

The rear and east elevation will 
be block on the rear wall.

Signage will have to be ap-
proved separately.
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The Millington Food Pantry is located on the grounds 
of Millington First United Methodist Church at 8029 
Wilkinsville Road, is available to qualified residents of 
38053 living in Shelby County.   Hours of operation 
are each Tuesday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and the third Sat-
urday of each month 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Call 901-872-
2771 to make an appointment.   Appointments are 
not made  in advance of the day the pantry is open.
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This week Ulta Beauty will have a grand opening in the Forked River 
Commons shopping center in Millington. Ulta Beauty, Inc., formerly 
known as Ulta Salon, Cosmetics & Fragrance Inc. and before 2000 as 
Ulta3, is an American chain of beauty stores headquartered in Bolingbrook, 
Ill.

From Facebook: Millington Municipal Schools Superintendent had several from the dis-
trict declare “Our Superintendent is better than yours!” James “Bo” Griffin, the Super 
Bunny, made an appearance at the Millington Primary School for the Kindergarten Egg 
Hunt along with the cute administration bunnies. Everyone had fun including School 
Officer Jeff Gibson. 

BOSuper
Bunny

THE
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COURTESY PHOTO
The Brighton Lady Cardinals beat Covington 10-0 in six innings last week. Lady Cardinal senior 
Adin Shelton had three hits, including two home runs. She scored three runs, and had five RBIs. 
Aliya Garcia went three for four with two RBIs. Sophomore Keagan Stepp had two hits and scored 
three runs. Laney Lawson pitched all six innings against the Lady Chargers, allowing three hits 
and had five strikeouts. 

Full Circle
The faces looked the 

same but some of the 
names had changed. 

The 2014 Division II 
Class A State Softball 
champions Tipton-Rose-
mark Academy Lady 
Rebels were back at their 
old stomping grounds 
Saturday morning. 

The 2024 TRA Softball 
Alumni Day was the per-
fect chance for the cham-
pionship reunion. The 
Covington Lady Char-
gers were the opponents 
2024 edition of the Lady 
Rebels, but the pregame 
festivities were all about 
the 2014 TRA legends. 

“It feels good to be 

back,” former TRA Lady 
Rebel Taylor Beasley 
said. “It makes me miss 
it, makes me emotional. 
It has gone by so fast. 
Seems like it was just 
yesterday.”

Beasley joined her 
teammates, head coach 
Johnie Sanfratello and 
assistant coach Stephanie 
Wehrer reflecting on the 
special run a decade ago.

Back in 2014, the Lady 
Rebels started their run in 
Murfreesboro with a 2-1 
victory over Ezell-Hard-
ing. Ashton Needham 
was the force for TRA in 
the circle going all seven 
innings with 9 strikeouts. 

The following day the 
Lady Rebels took care of 
business against the ri-
val USJ Lady Bruins 6-4 

to earn a spot in the title 
game. An eighth grade 
Rachel Whitley teamed 
up with Needham to neu-
tralize the USJ lineup.

A three-run sixth inning 
sparked TRA to victory. 
Next up was Davidson 
Academy on champion-
ship Friday. The Lady 
Rebels prevailed 8-4 to 
capture the program’s 
second State title.

“The thing I remember 
most is how much I love 
my team and we did it 
together,” Beasley said. 
“It feels good to be back 
with the girls, it feels like 
just the other day. Just 
like high school, 10 years 
later it feels the same.”

Prior to the first pitch 
between Covington and 
TRA, it was time to call 

out all the 2014 players 
one-by-one. Some of the 
girls had titles like doctor 
proceed their name. Oth-
ers had a new last name.

“Life has been good, I 
have a real job now, Bea-
sley said. “I am a teacher. 
I just got engaged. All 
my friends are having ba-
bies and getting married. 
We’ve grown up. After 
high school it gets real.”

The public address 
read out Taylor Beasley, 
Bethany Berger, Ash-
ton Needham, Jordyn 
Thornell, Jordan Collins, 
Rachel Whitley, Ka-
tie Diggs, Anna Claire 
Williams, Sally Down-
ing, Kellie Owen, Sar-
ah Downing and Kayla 
Joyner. 

Once the reunion pho-

to was taken, the former 
Lady Rebels disband-
ed to hang out with the 
crowd and watch the cur-
rent group keep the tradi-
tion going.

“They look good, 
sharp,” Beasley said. 
“They have it all togeth-
er. I think they have a 
good road ahead of them. 

“TRA Softball means 
family, support and lov-
ing each other,” she con-
cluded. “The coaches 
are great. The teams are 
great. It’s a family for 
sure — a big sisterhood.”

The 2024 Lady Rebels 
made Alumni Day a suc-
cess with a 16-1 win over 
the Lady Chargers. TRA 
scored 12 of those runs 
in the first inning starting 
with a leadoff Brooke 

Harrison triple. Lola Sp-
renkle knocked in Harri-
son with a single to make 
the score 1-1. 

TRA took the lead 
for good when Neely 
Grantham smacked a 
base hit to score Spren-
kle. Lanie Howe singled 
in two runners to make 
the tally 4-1. 

Ahead 6-1, Sprenkle 
was at it again with a 
base hit to drive in a run-
ner. Then the hot bat of 
Addie Thorpe continued 
to produce with a two-
run single. The final run 
of the inning was driven 
in by Allison Willis. 

Grantham settled down 
after giving up one run in 
the first frame to neutral-
ize the Covington lineup 
for the victory. 

Lady Rebel Softball honors 2014 champions, 2024 squad leaves positive impression
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

 Millington Star Editor

PHOTOS BY THOMAS SELLERS JR.
TRA Head Softball Coach Johnie Sanfratello stood in the center of his first Lady Rebel team and current squad Saturday morning on Alumni Day before celebrating the 2014 championship team. 

Double Trouble!



Millington Lady Trojans 
Head Softball Coach Kasey 
Craddock was excited around 
February about the start of the 
2024 season.

Fast forward to March 26, 
the Lady Trojans entered the 
day with only three games on 
the record. After picking up a 
win over district opponent Ra-
leigh-Egypt to begin the day, 
Millington pulled out the wel-
come mat for the White Station 
Lady Spartans to get some reps.

“Season has been going good 
but slow,” Craddock acknowl-
edged. “We’ve got rained out 
a couple of times. I feel like 
we’re behind because we hav-
en’t played a lot.

“I feel like we’re behind but 
we’re learning,” she continued. 
“I think it actually has been 
pretty good because we’ve been 
learning. We’ve had more prac-
tice time. Time to figure things 
out.”

The Lady Trojans figured 
things out against White Station 
only leading 2-0 after two in-
nings. With a couple of adjust-
ments, Millington used a 13-run 
rally to end the game with the 
Lady Spartans 15-0 in three in-
nings.

“We had to adjust at the 
plate,” Craddock said. “Their 
pitcher was throwing pretty 
good but it’s a little slower than 
what we’re used to. The first 
inning we were kind of slow at 
the plate. 

“That’s what we’ve been 
talking about adjusting, either 
to the umpire or to the pitch-
er,” she continued. “The young 
ones are making good strides.”

One of the young ones in 

the lineup is Jade Fowler. The 
eighth grader bats leadoff and 
kept the Millington rally flow-
ing in the third inning.

Lady Trojan starting pitch-
er Riley Washburn began the 
frame with a walk. Then Hay-
ley Stevens struck a double. 
Kaleigh Wilston drove in Wash-
burn with a base hit to make the 
score 3-0.

After Madalin Dotson drew a 
walk, senior outfielder Shelby 
Pindell crushed a double to cen-
ter field to make the tally 6-0.

Rilee Ervin came up in the 
nine-spot and singled. Fowler 
was up next and drove a base 
hit through the White Station 
defense for an RBI.

After Grace Bell walked, 
Breanna Husley reached on an 
error and two runs crossed the 
plate to make the score 9-0. 
Washburn’s sacrifice fly made 
the tally 10-0.

Freshman Hayley Stevens 
kept up the pace with anoth-
er hit in the frame. Her single 
made the score 11-0.

Wilston singled again and 
Dotson reached base once again 
with a walk. Pindell drove the 
ball to the wall but the catch 
limited her to a sacrifice fly 
making the tally 12-0.

Ervin made the score 14-0 
with a base hit and Fowler end-
ed the game with a fielder’s 
choice RBI.

“We started that lineup in our 
second game,” Craddock noted. 
“We like it. We have a leadoff 
and another leadoff in the nine-
hole. We have speed and speed 
sandwiched in there with our 
heavy hitters.”

Craddock said the arms in the 
circle are looking good and can 
use the reps to prepare for May 
with Washburn, Fowler and 
Husley.  

Normally when a team scores 15 
runs and holds a 12-3 advantage at 
one point of a softball game, that 
head coach leaves the field satisfied 
and victorious. 

Millington Lady Trojan Skipper Ka-
sey Craddock exited her home field 
Thursday night puzzled because rival 
and now district foe the Munford Lady 
Cougars earned a 22-15 victory with 
19-0 run at one stretch. 

“They just picked up on our pitching, 
even when we changed it,” Craddock 
noted. “They scored a few and got 
momentum. We made some major er-
rors and then they were hitting them 
where we couldn’t catch them with 
people on base. 

“It was definitely the perfect storm,” 
she added. “We had pitch charts and 
all of that. They were just seeing it.”

Millington was seeing Munford 
pitching well in the early innings grab-
bing a 3-2 lead in the first inning. Lady 
Trojan Riley Washburn had a RBI dou-
ble and Shelby Pindell singled in the 
go-ahead run. 

The Lady Trojans surged ahead 5-2 in 
the second inning featuring a Kaleigh 
Wilston RBI base hit. 

After the Lady Cougars stretched out 
a run in the top of the third, Millington 
put together another three-run frame. 
Breanna Hulsey drove in a pair of run-
ners with a single. 

Then the Lady Trojans seemed to put 
the game away in the fourth inning 
with four runs highlighted by a Grace 
Bell RBI triple off the wall. The Lady 
Cougars faced a 12-3 deficit heading 
into the fifth inning and a crossroad. 

“Yesterday we had, I don’t want to 
say a ‘Come to Jesus’ meeting, I think 
it all came together at practice yes-
terday,” Munford Head Coach Raygan 
Huffman said. “We had a practice 
before we were supposed to play 
Raleigh-Egypt. We were on a losing 
streak. I was like ‘This is not Munford 

Softball. 
“I think they were tired of it,” she add-

ed. “They had the fight in them. I told 
them, ‘You can either shut down and 
go home. Or we can come back and 
finish it. Tonight they finally finished 
and I think Munford Softball is back on 
track.”

Getting back on track against Mil-
lington started with Gracie Williams 
driving in a run with a bases loaded 
single. The fifth inning concluded with 
the score 12-6. 

Then Munford exploded for six runs 
in the sixth inning to deadlock the 
game at 12-12. Williams was the star 
once again. 

Facing another bases load at bat, the 
freshman hit her second homer of the 
season to tie the game.

“I think tonight is the turning point 
because this coming up week, there’s 
no turning back now,” Huffman said. 
“They have to keep the feeling of what 
they just did in their minds and know 
that a comeback is always possible.”

Munford completed the comeback 
with 10 runs in the top of the seventh 
inning to make the score 22-12. Mill-
ington displayed some grit scoring 
three runs in the seventh to make the 
final tally 22-15.

“Kasey is going to make a program 
and they are a scrappy team,” Huffman 
said. “They hit the ball well. My pitchers 
have to hit some spots and we can’t be 
having errors in the field. I think if we 
cut a lot of that out we both cut down 
the score a lot. Millington is a scrappy 
team and they’ll be on the come up 
for sure. They’re a team to look out for.”

Craddock took a positive from the 
seven-run loss for her team as well.

“Building from last year, we got run-
ruled twice,” she recalled. “We only 
scored one run on them before. We 
came in tonight and had a chance to 
pull away with it. I think it added fuel 
to their fire. 

“They’re defeated because they hate 
to lose,” Craddock concluded. “But 
they’re not defeated because they are 
excited to see what I’ve been telling 
them they could do.” 
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By Thomas Sellers Jr.
 Millington Star Sports Editor

Tale of Two Games

Hit, Then Run
Lady Trojans building offensive chemistry against White Station

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
 Millington Star Sports Editor

Lady Trojans dominated four innings of action, Munford’s three terrific innings good enough for win

PHOTO BY THOMAS SELLERS JR.
The early moments of last Thursday’s showdown at the Lady Trojan Softball Field was 
dominated by the host Lady Trojans with senior Rilee Ervin scoring one of 12 runs for 
Millington. Then Munford exploded for 19 runs in the final three frames including a 
grand slam homer from freshman catcher Gracie Williams (left) to eventually prevail 
22-15.



City Beautiful 
Mulch Giveaway
The Millington City 

Beautiful Commission will 
host a free mulch give-
away starting on April 6 
and will conclude May 18. 
New times are 9 a.m. until 
1 p.m.  If you would like to 
volunteer contact CBC via  
Facebook Messenger. The 
giveaway is located in the 
recycling area of 
Millington Public Works 
on Jack Huffman Road.

Mid-South 
Military Museum 

Info
The Mid-South Military 

Museum, Inc., located at 
10021 Old Memphis Road 
in Atoka has outgrown its 
present location. 

“We are now in the 
process of trying to 
acquire a new location in 
Millington on the north 
side of the Navy Base.

“If we get the location 
we want, we will go from 
a present 5,000 square 
feet to about 51,000 
square feet. We would be 
able to enlarge our dis-
play and be able to take 
on many more items to 
display.”

The museum will need 
volunteers to help with 
the remodeling of the 
building, donations of 
money and donations of 
military artifacts for dis-
play.   The museum is 
looking for support to 
start the process that will 
help it have enough 
space to put on reenact-
ments and other special 
events. The museum will 
have a library, snack bar, 
gift shops, genealogy 
research area, welcome 
center and space to hold 
traveling displays. For 
more information or to 
donation, call 355-5247

Senior Club
The Millington Senior 

Citizen’s Club is meeting 
again Wednesdays at 10 
a.m. with entertainment 
weekly. The club meets at 
the Baker Community 
Center located at 7942 
Church Street. For more 
information, call 873-
5770. 

CBC Monthly 
Meeting

The Millington City 
Beautiful Commission 
meets monthly on the 
first Thursday of each 
month at the Millington 
IDB Building located at 
7965 Veterans Parkway. 
The public is welcomed 
to attend.

TOPS Weekly 
Meeting

TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) meets weekly at 
the Baker Community 
Center located at 7942 

Church Street on Fridays 
from 9:30 to 10 a.m. TOPS 
is a non-profit weight-loss 
support group and is very 
affordable. Your first 
meeting is free. Everyone 
is welcome who wished 
to lose weight. TOPS is 
available to men, women 
and children from age 7 
to 100-plus. Go to TOPS.
ORG for more informa-
tion. 

  Millington 
Library

The Library hosts free 
Adult Ukulele Lessons 
every Monday at 5 p.m., 
and there are other 
events like Afternoon 
Storytime at the 
Millington Public Library. 
For more information, call 
872-1585 or visit 4858 
Navy Road in Millington.

Millington Food 
Pantry

The Millington Food 
Pantry is located on the 
grounds of Millington First 
United Methodist Church 
at 8029 Wilkinsville Road, 
is available to qualified 
residents of 38053 living 
in Shelby County.   Hours 
of operation are each 
Tuesday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
and the third Saturday of 
each month  10 a.m. - 1 
p.m.   Call 901-872-2771 
to make an appointment.  
Appointments are not 
made  in advance of the 
day the pantry is open.

Senior Exercise
The senior exercise 

club meets Mondays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. at the Baker 
Community Center locat-
ed at 7942 Church Street 

in Millington. For more 
information, call 873-
5770.

MPD Rule the 
Road Coming

The Millington Police 
Department will host 
“Rule the Road” Event on 
May 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Roadmaster 
Driving School located at 
8050 Singleton Avenue for 
all teen drivers (ages 
15-18). The Millington 
Police Department, in 
partnership with the 
Tennessee Highway Safety 
Office and Alliance 
Highway Safety, is excited 
to host the “Rule the Road” 
event. This free program 
provides teen drivers with 
the opportunity to: gain 
valuable knowledge and 
skills beyond standard 
driver’s education, receive 
hands-on instruction from 
certified emergency vehi-
cle operators, practice 
essential driving maneu-
vers in a safe and con-
trolled environment, and 
learn about the dangers of 
distracted and impaired 
driving.

Activities include con-
trolled braking course, off-
set lane station, evasive 
maneuvering course, dis-
tracted/impaired driving 
simulator, impaired driv-
ing course with a field 
sobriety test, seat belt con-
vincer and blind spot rec-
ognition station. Don’t 
miss this chance to 
improve your driving 
skills and knowledge. 
Requirements are valid 
driver’s license or permit, 
personal vehicle and 
space is limited. Register 
today and for for more 
information, go to https://
rule-the-road.ticketleap.
com/rule-the-road-mem-
phis24/
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The Brighton Cardinals and Millington Trojans opened up district 2024 with a doubleheader at the 
new-look Cardinal Field. Originally scheduled for Monday at Millington, rain forced a two-game set 
in Brighton. The Cards won the doubleheader against Trojans 10-0 and 9-0 respectively led by pitch-
ers MJ Parimore and Jaxon Tillman in the first game. The duo combined for the shutout. And 
Cardinal hurler Brady Ray had a no hitter vs. the Trojans in the second game to start Brighton 2-0 
in league play. 

ONE MOTION



As many of you know, 
I’ve become a bit of a 
history junkie. It proba-
bly shouldn’t surprise me 
because years ago I begin 
to build out 
my fami-
ly tree and 
have it well 
up in the 
thousands 
now. 

But there’s some sur-
prises that I’ve learned 
while doing Geneology 
or helping other people 
learn how to do theirs. 

1. Back in the day, when 
a child, let’s say named 
William, died, it was not 
unusual for the next child 
to be named William as 
well. This always surpris-
es me —but back then 
child mortality was so 
high you had to get child 
through his fourth or fifth 
birthday or there wasn’t 
much chance he would 
carry the name. 

2. The dating pool was 
shallow if you never trav-
eled more than 20 miles 
from where you were 
born. Cousins absolute-
ly did marry one another 
and in fact, it has never 
been illegal in the state 
of Tennessee. In Royal 
circles was encouraged 
and repeated over genera-
tions, and explains many 
of the birth defects. 

3. When people left Eu-
rope to immigrate to this 
country, they were often 
not ever heard from again. 
The family would always 
be desperate to find out 

if they perished 
in a shipwreck, 
died of some 
disease, were 
killed by Native 

Americans, or were actu-
ally were making a home 
out on the Great Plains. 

4. Many times ships left 
Europe or other locations 
with a different number 
of people than what ar-
rived on the our shores. 
People who died in route 
were just buried at sea. 
Ladies gave birth on the 
way as well. 

5. Similarly, wagon 
trains would leave North 
Carolina, and arrive in 
say, Oklahoma, with a 
significantly different 
number of people. The 
wooden crosses that dot-
ted the landscape along 
the beaten paths told that 
story.

6. Almost all Caucasian, 
longtime west Tennes-
see inhabitants can trace 
their family back through 
North Carolina. This is 
true for a couple rea-
sons: Tennessee was once 
part of North Carolina 
itself. Secondly, as peo-
ple arrived on the east-

ern Shores, they would 
begin to move south to 
look for work or avail-
able land, and when they 
got to North Carolina, 
most people would move 
West this way through the 
Cumberland gap. 

7. Last names got mis-
spelled a lot. This hap-
pened at musters as 
people got off ships and 
spoke with accents to 
barely literate clerks. This 
happened frequently in 
the census, when a semi 
literate person would be 
sent out to farms to talk 
to illiterate people. Ex-
amples from my tree in-
clude: Peel, Peele, Peel-
le, Piel, Peal, or Britton, 
Brighton, Breton, Bri-
eton, Button and Bitton. 

8. The most famous 
name mess up I believe 
is Mendez. That’s not an 
actual name as I under-
stand it originally. It was 
always Menendez. It was 
spoken so quickly people 
heard Menendez as Men-
dez. 

9. Remember, we’ve 
only had last names for 
about 800 years, unless 
you descend directly 
from unusual royalty. 

Here’s a tip if you 
choose to do your gene-
alogy. 

Do not accept all hints 
without reviewing them 
first. Do not accept all 
trees without carefully 
checking them. 

Double check the dates 
of birth to make sure that 
someone hasn’t acciden-
tally placed a daughter 
as a mother. Remember 
names are repeated. That 
advice will save you 
many hours and a few 
pots of coffee. 

Happy hunting 
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EMIKO JONES
Emiko Jones passed away peacefully on March 22, 2024 at 
the age of 92. Emiko was born and grew up in Osaka, Japan, where she met and married her husband of 
more than 50 years, Julius W. Jones of the USMC. After years of globetrotting with three children in tow, 
they landed at Millington Naval Air Station in Tennessee and eventually moved to Memphis, where 
after retirement they spent the remainder of their years. Emiko was a truly remarkable and determined 
woman. She earned her associate’s degree while working and successfully raising three children. She 
went on to get her realtor’s license and enjoyed a successful career with Century 21. She then went on 
to a second successful career as a translator/tour guide for Japan Travel Bureau. Emiko was also an 
amazing cook and was well known for her large dinner parties as well as regular deliveries of baked 
goods and homemade jams and jellies to friends, family and associates. A truly generous matriarch, she 
made dinner every night, including Sundays and holidays for her family - always having enough for 
all who came. Emiko is preceded in death by her husband, Julius Weldon Jones. She is survived by her 
daughters, Deborah (David) Jones and Patricia Jones; her son, Thomas (Krissy) Jones; her grandson, 
Ryan (Sarah) Jones; her two great-grandchildren, Cora May and Julius; and her sister, Miyoko Hama-
no. Our heartfelt thanks go out to Methodist Healthcare Hospice. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to The Humane Society of Memphis and Shelby County.

ROY ALAN MEADORS
Roy Alan Meadors, Sr., 78, of Munford, passed away on March 24, 2024, at Methodist Germantown 
Hospital. The family received friends on March 30 at Munford Funeral Home – Munford Chapel until 
the memorial service. Mr. Meadors was born on July 3, 1945, to Helen Melba Harsson Meadors and EE 
“Boots” Meadors at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Memphis, TN. He graduated from Munford High 
School in 1963, among four generations of Meadors to graduate from Munford High School, and then 
graduated from Memphis State University with his bachelor’s degree. He married his beautiful bride, 
Brenda Hughes Meadors on December 28, 1975. Mr. Meadors coached various sports teams throughout 
his career from baseball, basketball, softball, and cross country, with a primary emphasis and interest 
in football, and held titles and served as Vice Principal and Athletic Director at the old Munford High 
School. He was a teacher/coach at St. Ann’s, Covington High School, Munford High School, and Mil-
lington High School, with a deep interest in US History and Geography, served as head of the Tipton 
County Bulldogs and local Dixie Girls Softball, a builder and property developer, and was a member 
of the Munford City Council and the Planning Commission. He was an avid follower of the St. Lou-
is Cardinals and the University of Memphis Tigers. He is survived by his wife, Brenda Lee Hughes 
Meadors of Munford, a daughter, Paula Jean Jenkins Meadors of Atoka, two sons, Roy Alan Meadors, 
Jr. of Lakeland,  and Michael Lynn Meadors of Memphis, a brother, Challice Meadors of Drummonds, 
nine grandchildren, Kelsie Meadors Daniel, Allyson Meadors, Andrew Meadors, Madison Meadors 
Stewart, McKenzie Meadors, David Jenkins, Jacob Jenkins, Lincoln Jenkins, and Reagan Jenkins, and 
two great-grandchildren, Benjamin Daniel and Simeon Damiel. In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions can be made to the Down Syndrome Association of Memphis and Munford Senior Citizen’s 
Center.

GLENN C. BILLINGS
Glenn C. Billings, 72, of Atoka, passed away on 
March 22, 2024, at Baptist Hospital Memphis. The 
family received friends on March 25 at Munford Fu-
neral Home – Munford Chapel. A graveside service 
was on March 26 in Helen Crigger Cemetery.

SARAH ANN COLE
Sarah Ann Cole, 82, was born July 18, 1942, and 
passed away March 21, 2024. The family received 
friends April 2 until the Mass at St.Williams Catho-
lic Church, in Millington. Interment was held direct-
ly following the Mass at Northridge Woodhaven 
Cemetery, in Millington. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital (StJude.org)
or American Cancer Society (cancer.org) in Sarah’s 
Memory.

GEORGE ALAN CRABB
George Alan Crabb, 80, of Munford, went to be 
with the Lord Saturday, March 23, 2024 at Baptist 
East Hospital after a long illness surrounded by 
his family. George’s life was celebrated with a fu-
neral visitation and a graveside service March 28, 
at Northridge Woodhaven Funeral Home, in Mill-
ington.

DAWN MICHELLE HUTCHERSON
Dawn Michelle Hutcherson, 46, passed away on 
February 28, 2024 at her home in Munford. Celebra-
tion of life services for Mrs. Dawn will be held on 
Friday, April 5, at Covington Funeral Home.  Visita-
tion for friends and family will begin at noon, with 
the memorial service to begin at 2 p.m.  Cremation 
services are under the direction of Covington Fu-
neral Home.

Dave’s 
Raves

BY DAVID PEEL

Surprises in family trees
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Let’s go back four de-
cades and my childhood 
to shine The Best Sellers’ 
List Spotlight on the ac-
tion heroes who inspired 
me as a youth.

The 10 men I will iden-
tify as my best action stars 
of the 1980s motivated 
me to jump off the roof 
of my parent’s home, leap 
fences, hide in bushes and 
build fake guns out of 
cardboard.

I even begged my mom 
to buy me a four-missile 
cannon, that should give 
away my No. 1 action 
hero of that era. 

The 1980s was a mag-
ical time for music, art, 
sports and entertainment. 
Everything was bright, 
loud and to the max. The 
10 selections exemplify 
cheesy one-liners, surviv-
al of impossible odds and 
a knack for destroying the 
competition. Let’s jump 
into the list like Bruce 
Willis in ‘Die Hard’ and 
smoothly approach each 
entry as if we’re Roger 
Moore in a James Bond 
flick. 

10. Harrison Ford
Favorite Film: 

Indiana Jones and the 
Temple of Doom

One of the top lead-
ing men of all 
time, Harrison 
Ford was as-
sociated with 
some major 
movie fran-
chises since 
the 1970s. 

I have nev-
er seen a Star 
Wars movie, therefore I 
can’t rank Mr. Ford any 
higher on this list. I’ve 
only been able to watch 
one Indiana Jones film 
in my lifetime and ‘The 
Temple of Doom’ meets 
my criteria for great one 
liners, memorable mo-
ments and a great villain 
to overcome. 

Ford had iconic mo-
ments like shooting the 
guy during a sword fight. 

9. Patrick Swayze
Favorite Film: Road 

House
Most movie buffs think 

of Patrick Wayne Swayze 
as a Chick Flick superstar. 
His roles in ‘Dirty Danc-
ing’ and ‘Ghost’ were 
solid. But my favorite 
Swayze movie of all time 
is Road House. 

Off this one historic per-
formance, Swayze earned 
his way on this list. ‘Road 
House’ was released in 
1989, just in time for 
Swayze to make this list. 
Swayze was the perfect 
embodiment for a black 
belt, karate fighting, Ph.D 
human weapon. 

He saves a honky tonk 

bar in the middle of no-
where, Missouri. He is the 
coolest bouncer ever and 
lived up to the myths that 
preceded his arrival to the 

small town. 
Dalton is one 
of my favorite 
action charac-
ters of all time. 

8. Kurt 
Russell

Favorite 
Film: Big 

Trouble in 
Little China

If Kurt Russell released 
his library of films today, 
they would be straight to 
DVD. But in the 1980s, 
we couldn’t get enough 
of classics like ‘Escape 
from New York,’ ‘The 
Thing,’ ‘Big Trouble in 
Little China,’ and ‘Tango 
& Cash.’

He held his own, team-
ing up with 80s icon Syl-
vester 

Stallone for ‘Tango 
& Cash.’ The duo took 
a stab at the buddy cop 
genre and created a cult 
classic. Russell’s Lt. Ga-
briel Cash was witty and 
full of silliness. Tango 
and Cash were going for 
an Odd Couple vibe and 
Russell’s dirty, down-to-
earth delivery was hilari-
ous. 

But most love Russell’s 
Snake Plissken. I wore 
an eyepatch because of 
Snake. 

7. Carl Weathers
Favorite Film: Action 

Jackson
One of the best phy-

siques of the era, Weath-
ers tried to be a mega box 

office draw with 1988’s 
Action Jackson. Like a 
lot of the movies men-
tioned in this countdown, 
it fell into the cult classic 
category. Action Jackson 
wasn’t the most notable 
cop to come out of Detroit 
during that time, but he 
was the toughest by far. 

He lived up to a myth-
ical past with super feats 
throughout the mean 
streets of the Motor City. 

Most knew Weathers 
for his breakout role in 
the Rocky films as Apol-
lo Creed. In the 1980s he 
starred in Rocky II, Rocky 
III and Rocky IV. He has 
the most impactful film 
death of the decade. And 
Creed is so vital to the 
franchise and movie his-
tory, his existence spawn 
the current Creed movies. 

6. Eddie Murphy
Favorite Film: 

Beverly Hills Cops
When you hear the 

name Eddie Murphy, 
comedy comes to mind 
first. But stop and truly 
examine his contributions 
to the movie industry. 
Murphy was the master of 
the action comedy back in 
the 1980s. 48 Hrs. in 1982 
was a breakout role for 
the young Murphy. Then 
two years later he had 
another smash hit with 
Beverly Hills Cops. The 
clever cop from Detroit 
shook up the West Coach 
town like an earthquake 
of comedic fury. You have 
plenty of laughs through 
the big bangs. 

Then to close the de-
cade, Murphy gave us a 

few memorable scenes in 
Harlem Nights. His char-
acter Quick displayed 
Murphy still had the mag-
ic as an action figure on 
the big screen. 

5. Chuck Norris
Favorite Film: 

Missing in Action 
I know Chuck Norris is 

already upset that I have 
him ranked in the middle 
of this list. Out of fear and 
respect for the icon, I want 
to write any opinions of 
him, his performances or 
movies during his entry. 

I like living and I am en-
joying my reasonable por-
tion of health. Thank you 
Mr. Norris for classics 
like ‘Silent Rage,’ ‘Forced 
Vengeance,’ Code of Si-
lence,’ ‘The Delta Force,’ 
and of course the ‘The 
Missing in Action’ series. 

4. Mel Gibson
Favorite Film: Lethal 

Weapon
Mel Gibson grew a de-

voted following with the 
Mad Max franchise. I 
didn’t discover his magic 
film presence until 1987’s 
Lethal Weapon. Out of the 
four box office releases, 
the first two Lethal Weap-
ons earned Gibson the 
No. 4 ranking on this list. 

The maniac cop with 
nothing to lose was pure 
fun to watch throughout 
the films. He was the per-
fect compliment to Danny 
Glover’s character in the 
film. Gibson’s rebel with 
no reason to live was the 
ying to the yang of Glov-
er’s family man, veteran 
cop with morals character. 

Murtaugh and Riggs are 

buddy cop legends. Gib-
son’s awesome delivery, 
believable kung fu skills 
and stunts shoot him up 
the list to the Mt. Rush-
more tier. 

3. Jean Claude Van 
Damme

Favorite Film: Blood-
sport

The 1990s is when Mr. 
JCVD hit his stride. And 
the decade of the 1980s 
had Van Damme using his 
athleticism to participate 
in films like ‘Breakin.’ 

By the end of that 10-
year period, Van Damme 
was a certified action hero 
with two classics, ‘Blood-
sport’ and ‘Kickboxer.’ 

Are they basically the 
same movie? 

‘Yes.’ 
Are they both enjoyable 

tales of overcoming a su-
per fighting Asian villain? 

‘Yes.’ 
If the formula isn’t 

broken, don’t dare try 
to change anything. Al-
though Van Damme is 
limited in his acting skills, 
he is fully loaded with 
martial arts and flexi-
bility. The back-to-back 
awesomeness of ‘Blood-
sport’ and ‘Kickboxer’ 
has secured Van Damme 
a long-lasting career and 
stamped his place as one 
of the top action heroes of 
all time. 

2. Sylvester Stallone
Favorite Film: Rocky 

IV
Sylvester Stallone is 

known as of 2024 as an 
accomplished screen-
writer/director/produc-
er/actor. 

During the 1980s he 
became a movie icon, 
Hollywood royalty. The 
1976 success of ‘Rocky’ 
put him on the map. 
Transforming his body 
into a light-heavyweight 
god, Stallone became 
Rocky in most people’s 
eyes with ‘Rocky III’ 
and ‘Rocky IV’ during 
the 1980s. 

A testament to Stal-
lone’s greatness, there 
are millions who iden-
tify him as Rambo 
because of the ‘First 
Blood’ franchise. Add 
in ‘Cobra,’ and ‘Tango 
& Cash,’ Stallone is an 
action hero template. 
He only really has one 
rival and that man took 
first place on my list. 

1. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger

Favorite Film: 
Commando 

With a heavy Aus-
trian accent, and even 
larger muscles, Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger 
was able to become 
an American idol. He 
transformed an icon-
ic bodybuilding career 
into a movie tenure that 
is even more successful. 

The boy from a small 
European village was 
able to marry into 
American royalty with 
the prestigious Kenne-
dy family. Maybe we all 
fell in love with ‘Conan 
the Barbarian,’ ‘Conan 
the Destroyer,’ ‘Com-
mando,’ ‘The Running 
Man,’ ‘Predator,’ and of 
course ‘The Termina-
tor.’ 

Arnold is the master 
of the corny one-liners 
in this film. He is relat-
able while being a walk-
ing god. His skills and 
abilities 

are laughable and 
very unrealistic, but we 
still buy it because it’s 
Schwarzenegger. 

We all have a favor-
ite Arnny, especially 
once he ventured into 
comedy, but his stran-
glehold on the 1980s as 
a bonafide action hero 
surpassed those who 
came before him and 
set a standard that still 
hasn’t been matched as 
of April 2024. 

THOMAS SELLERS 
JR. is the editor of The 
Millington Star and 
both the sports editor 
and a weekly personal 
columnist for West 10 
Media/Magic Valley 
Publishing. Contact 
him by phone at (901) 
433-9138, by fax to 
(901) 529-7687 and by 
email to thomas@
magicvalleypublishing.
com.

Page 8A-Thursday, April 4, 2024
www.millington-news.comFACEBOOK @ The Millington Star Newspaper OPINION

COURTESY PHOTOS 
Arnold Schwarzenegger become a legit superstar with a series of awesome action movies in the 1980s like 1985’s Commando. Below: Patrick Swayze had an action hero breakout role with 1989’s Road 
House. 

80’s Action Heroes
Going back four decades to rank the best from the golden era of the genre
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WEST AMONG THE BEST
Latest Rebel pitching ace adds to his legacy with Freed-Hardeman signing

Whether in person or on 
a tablet, Allison West al-
ways got a little nervous 
when her son Eli took to 
the mound.

From youth, travel or 
Tipton-Rosemark Acade-
my varsity baseball, Alli-
son had the normal moth-
erly concerns for her son 
each time he took the ball 
for a start or relief appear-
ance. 

“Pitching is hard,” she 
declared. “It’s hard to 
sit there and watch them 
struggle out there some-
times. They are out there 
on that island all by them-
selves. They get all the 
glory and all the blame.”

Eli has had more glory 
than shameful moments 
over the years. On March 
22 in the TRA Lobby West 
made it official that his 
mother Allison will have 
to take her concerns to the 
collegiate level with his 
signing to Freed-Harde-
man University. 

“My mom works all the 
time and my dad always 
brought me to my games,” 
Eli recalled. “She would 
be at work watching me. 

“Dad we would always 
throw and play baseball in 
the house to help me get 
better,” he added. 

Alton said the path to 
signing day started with 
Eli embracing his natural 
gifts. 

“It really takes me back 
to when he was real little, 
little bitty,” Alton recalled. 
“I couldn’t sit in the living 
room and watch TV be-
cause he wanted to throw 
a ball of some sort. 

“When he was little, lit-
tle bitty I would throw the 
plastic ball and he would 
hit it with the plastic bat in 
the house,” he continued. 

“It’s been a long process. 
We didn’t ever know it 
would go this way but 
here we are.”

Eli will take his passion 
for pitching to Henderson 
to play for Jess Trask’s 
Lions of the Mid-South 
Conference of the NAIA.

“It’s amazing because 
it’s been a dream ever 
since I was little to go off 
and play college baseball,” 
Eli said. “I started playing 
when I was 4 years old. 
I was about 9 years old 
when I started pitching. 
That’s when it hit me that 
I wanted to pursue this. I 
was serious about it.”

Like the typical upcom-
ing pitcher, Eli learned 
from teammates, oppo-
nents, Big Leaguers and 
coaches. But one of his 
biggest sports role models 
was his big sister Abby.

The TRA sports icon 
started in basketball and 

softball. She took home 
the 2020 Millington Star 
Female Athlete of the Year 
Award. 

“She always pushed me 
to be better and better,” Eli 
said. “I used to think of 
her being my athletic role 
model, but I would push 
myself to be better than 
her.”

Alton noted the sibling 
pair had a healthy rival-
ry despite a four year age 
gap.

“Even though they’re so 
far apart in age, there was 
always competition,” he 
said. “He would get onto 
her if he saw her not doing 
something he thought she 
should do. He wanted her 
to be aggressive. 

“Then she would say, ‘I 
did this. I did that. How 
many home runs did you 
have? I had this,’” Alton 
added. “It was always a 
back and forth. They fuel 

each other and they still do 
it until this day.”

Like Abby, Eli cele-
brated a signing day on 
the TRA Campus. Johnie 
Sanfratello had the honors 
of speaking on the career 
of the elder West back in 
2019. 

Fast forward to 2024, 
TRA Head Baseball 
Coach Jacob Cole reflect-
ed on the stellar career of 
Eli.

Cole said West will be 
among the Rebel Baseball 
pitching greats like David 
Owen, Connor Alexander, 
Patrick Green, Corey Mit-
son, Zach Seward and Gil 
Erwin.

“I was looking at his 
number preparing for to-
day, he’s on pace to be 
in the top three in every-
thing,” Cole said. “I don’t 
think he’s going to touch 
Mitson’s K record, but 
he’s like 50 away from be-

ing second on that list. 
“He’s a hard worker and 

competitor,” he added. 
“He’s been like that since 
eighth grade, which was 
the COVID year. We re-
ally didn’t get to see him 
much his eighth grade 
year. Comes out his fresh-
man year and makes an 
impact almost immediate-
ly.”

West developed a weap-
on on the mound that gave 
his coaches confidence 
and reassured his mother. 

“Definitely my fast 
ball,” Eli noted “I like 
throwing the fast ball to 
make people hit it. I’ve 
been clocked at 91 mph.”

Cole said West has the 
stuff to go back to State 
before he heads north to 
FHU.

“Just do what he does,” 
Cole said. “He’s going to 
go out there and compete. 
He’s going to have the ball 

in every big game of the 
week. He’s going to go 
out there and compete his 
butt off. He’s going to give 
us an opportunity to win. 
If he does what he’s done 
his whole career, we’ll be 
fine.”

In a current climate of 
the transfer portal, COVID 
additional years and con-
ference realignment, Alli-
son and Alton relieved Eli 
has found a college home.

“We had coaches tell us, 
‘We thought he would be 
at the next level, the D-I 
level,’” Alton said. “The 
portal killed it for a lot of 
high school kids. You re-
ally can’t blame the D-I 
schools for pulling a col-
lege kid who has devel-
oped for two years. 

“Then that coach told 
me if your son finds some-
where to call home,” Al-
ton concluded, “you can’t 
put a price on that.” 

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star 
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Last month was literally 
a landmark moment in the 
history of the Millington 
Public Library. 

As members of the Rural 
Heritage Trust Southwest 
Tennessee gathered, staff 
of the MPL rolled out the 
red carpet for the unveiling 
of the first of four markers 
that will commemorate a lot 
of the history of Big Creek, 
Lucy and Woodstock. 

With an assist from the 
City of Millington, the 
Millington Library will be 
the temporary home of the 
RHT panels that will be on 
permanent exhibition later 
this year along the new Big 
Creek Greenway Park in 
Millington.

“The Park won’t open 
until this fall,” said Paul 
Matthews, President of 
the Rural Heritage Trust 
of Southwest Tennessee. 
“We’re displaying all four 
markers one at a time in 
the Millington Public Li-
brary so people can see 
them. They’re really excit-
ing because they tell a lot 
of history about this area 
that is very unfamiliar but 
so amazing.”

The first panel that de-
buted at 4858 Navy Road 
was an overview of the 
three communities that 
surround Millington. Mat-
thews said the public is 
welcomed to enjoy the 
series of panels that will 
be on exhibit for several 
weeks one at a time. 

Visitors to the Milling-
ton Public Library will see 
a multi-facet panel with 
facts, information, photos 
and other historical tidbits. 
Learn about the schools 
in the area, like the suc-
cessful learning institution 
modeled on the Booker 
T. Washington plan like 
Woodstock Demonstration 
School. 

Woodstock was the teach-
ing home of Ida B. Wells 
before she became a pillar 
in journalism. 

George Washington 
Carver came and spoke at 
Woodstock. Other interest-
ing historical facts about 
the area will come to light 
like the Armstrong AirField 
where Charles Linburg 
landed. Three authors came 
from the area and residents 
will learn more about the 
history of the churches and 
businesses.

Once the exhibit wraps 
up at the Library, the pan-

els will be a part of the Big 
Creek-Lucy-Woodstock 
Rural Heritage Tour Route. 

All of this will be in antic-
ipation of the formal dedi-
cation ceremony in the fall, 
when all four panels will go 

on permanent display at the 
Big Creek Greenway Park. 

“It’s important to let the 
people in this area know 
some of the very important 
history in this area that has 
happened here,” Matthews 

concluded. “Not only im-
portant things that hap-
pened, but how the history 
of this area reflected what 
was going on in a broader 
American culture. People 
will be amazed by the im-

portant history that took 
place here.”

For more information and 
updates, visit ruralheritag-
etrust.com or email Paul 
Matthews at pmatt8993@
gmail.com 

Panel Discussion
March debuts a new series at the Millington Public Library

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star 

PHOTOS BY THOMAS SELLERS JR.
Paul Matthews, President of the Rural Heritage Trust of Southwest Tennessee, officially introduces the first panel to be on exhibit at the Millington Public Library that will be on permanent display on 
the Big Creek Greenway Park. 


