
sports  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3A

public sAfety  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4A 

obituAries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5A 

clAssifieds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10A

cHurcH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9A

opinion   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8A

community  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2A

inside:

Shelby County Friend oF 
eduCation award winner

the millington Area chamber of commerce is 
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cheon titled ladies lunch & shop sept . 21 with 
shopping starting at 10 a .m . the lunch and pro-
gram will start at 11:30 and shopping picks back up 
at 1 p .m . at crosspointe baptist church located at 
8850 Highway 51 north . for ticket information, to 
be a vendor or to sponsor a table, call the mAcc 
office at 872-1486 . 
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The Millington Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen has 
unanimously approved a De-
velopment Agreement for con-
struction of a restaurant on the 
west side of Highway 51.

Board members took the 
action during their Aug. 14 
regular monthly meeting on a 
motion offered by Alderman 
Thomas McGhee and second-
ed by Alderman Chris Ford.

A resolution to approve the 
agreement states that Rare 
Hospitality International Inc. 
owns a 1.55-acre tract zoned 
B-2, General Commercial, in 
the northwest corner of the in-
tersection of Highway 51 and 
West Union Road and desires 
to develop the site into a Long-
Horn Steakhouse restaurant.

The Millington Planning 
Commission approved the Site 
Plan for the restaurant at its 
June 19 meeting.

City Planner Nathaniel 
McHaffie told the commis-

sion that the 5,780-square-foot 
restaurant will be constructed 
on the “first outparcel” east of 
the Forked River Commons 
shopping center. 

He said access will be pro-
vided from a shared driveway 
on the northwest side that is 
already being created for the 
shopping center.

So, the Millington Fire De-
partment has confirmed that 
no additional entrances will be 
needed off West Union or on 
Highway 51. 

Because LongHorn’s “cor-
porate” parking requirements 
“well exceed” the city’s, 
McHaffie said the restaurant 
will have “more than enough” 
parking spaces.

He noted that the building 
façade will be a combination 
of Hardie Board and stone in 
“earth tones.”

Stormwater detention will be 
provided by the Forked River 
Commons basin.

The landscape plan will in-
clude Willow oak and Sweet 
Bay magnolia trees along the 
edge of the parking lot. Dwarf 

Burford holly and additional 
ornamental accent plants are 
proposed around the building.

On McHaffie’s recommen-
dation, the commission ap-
proved the Site Plan with the 
following conditions:

(1) Heated enclosures must 
be provided for the Reduced 
Pressure Zone.

(2) A detailed “catch basin” 
for the “grease trap” plumbing 
fixture must be provided on 
the plans.

(3) On the lighting plan, the 
lighting in several areas must 
not exceed 5 foot-candles.

Tom Needham, engineering 
consultant for the city, said 
in response to a question by 
commission member Mike 
Caruthers that an RPZ valve 
is a “backflow” prevention de-
vice designed to protect water 
supplies from becoming con-
taminated.

“In a domesticated water 
system,” he noted, “you’re 
required to prevent the wa-
ter from flowing backwards 
in a fire. It’s a double-check 
valve.”

By Bill Short
The Millington Star 

board oKs development Agreement 
for longHorn steakhouse restaurant

A familiar sight at the 2023 International Goat Days Saturday was children of all ages with blue 
mouths. Zoey Greer poses with her younger cousins Ga’Lyvia Stodghill and G’Niyle Travis as 
they sported the results from the infamous blue snow cones. For more sights of the annual 
Millington tradition, see page 2A inside. 

Goat Days

Commons siGht

Blues
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PhOTO By OMAr Al-KOTOB
Last week the Tipton-Rosemark Academy Lady Rebels traveled to take on the 
Kingsbury Lady Falcons. TRA was victorious 7-1 led by freshman sensation 
Payton Biggs. Biggs tallied 4 goals with a pair of assists for Head Coach 
Michael Pence. The Lady Rebels received a goal from Tori Davidson as she 
added two assists to her stat line. Baylee Harrison was the second leading 
scorer for TRA in the contest with two goals. In net, TRA goalie Zadie Raburn 
made 10 saves on 11 shots. 

Fun All over 
the Place

Hundreds and hundreds of patrons made their 
way from Henning and Collierville to the 2023 
International Goat Days Festival at the Millington 
Sports Complex. 

The day started with the annual tradition of the 
Lions Club Pancake Breakfast. Since 1990, the 
Saturday of Goat Days began with the Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast at 7 a.m. The entertainment 
planned for the 2023 Goat Days included live 
music, the Ninja Gym, craft and local vendors, mul-
tiple food vendors, Car Show, an Antique Tractor 
Show, mechanical bull and much more. Former 
Millington Trojan running back and Class of 2007 
of Millington Central Antonio Jones brought his son 
DeShon Antonio Jones to enjoy the festivities. As 
several children walked around with blue mouths 
from the snow cones, 13-year-old Collierville 
Middle School student Ellyse Deyone was all 
smiles with her family. The Deyones just moved to 
the Memphis area from Utah. 

Goats were among the pets walking around the 
complex like Henning resident Josh’s Molly (brown 
goat) and Roscoe. Both goats won awards during 
the 2023 Goat Beauty Pageant. Several local resi-
dents participated in the 2023 Goat Days like 
4-year-old Gennon Brown posing with artificial 
goats. 

Mixture of tradition and new attractions 
make 2023 Goat Days a success

Falcons
Crushed

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
 Millington Star Editor



By Omar Al- Kotob
 Special to The Millington Star
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Facts of Football Life
A popular sitcom theme song 

from the 1980s once said, ‘You 
take the good, you take the bad.’ 

Those facts of life were part 
of the Millington Trojans per-
formance in their first Region 
8-4A contest of the 2023 sea-
son. The Trojans welcomed the 
Craigmont Chiefs to town for a 
showdown in the Millington 
Football Stadium. 

Millington left a few points 
off the scoreboard but managed 
to dominate the line scrimmage 
throughout the night to prevail 
31-12. 

“We knew it was going to be 
chaotic in the box from a defen-
sive standpoint for them,” 
Millington Head Coach Chris 
Michael said. “They were just 
going to be trying to bring pres-
sure from all different types of 
angles with linebackers and 
others. We were pretty solid for 
the most part. 

“We rushed the ball very 
well,” he added. “We just had 
some slippage on their blitz. We 
let them hit some cracks and 
some seams. They caught us in 
the backfield a few times.”

Trojan running backs Rory 
Rush and Jayden Williams 
broke big runs and found the 
end zone throughout the night. 
The Millington receivers had an 
up-and-down night.

“We had some shots,” 
Michael noted. “We had two 
touchdowns dropped, one to 
Jyshawn (Anderson) and the 
other to Chase (Michael). In 
their hands going into the end 
zone and they just dropped 
them. McCoy made good 
throws and our receivers just 
dropped the ball. When you get 
those opportunities you have to 
take advantage of it.”

Millington (3-1, 1-0 in 
Region 8-4A) took advantage 
of the opening drive highlight-

ed by a Cameron Puryear 
26-yard run to the 5-yard line. 
Two plays later Trojan signal 
caller McCoy Pugh scored on a 
2-yard quarterback sneak. 
Chase Michael added the extra 
point to make it 7-0. 

The line of Jackson Ford, 
Tre Wilks, Verimayian Britt, 
Chris Swain, Hunter Poirier 
and Jaylen Macklin were some 
of the Trojans to dominate in 
the trenches all night. 

Those Trojans paved the 
way for Rory Rush to score on 
a 4-yard run midway through 
the second quarter. Millington’s 
14-0 lead grew to 21-0 when 
Jonathan Temple-Dowdy 
scored on a short run. 

Temple-Dowdy usually 
makes headlines on defense 
and he forced a Craigmont 
fumble at the end of the first 
half that was recovered by 
J’Vion Todd. Millington led 

21-0 at the break.
“The offense did a really 

good job of controlling the ball 
and moving down the field,” 
Coach Michael noted. “It 
wasn’t a bad performance by 
them.”

Craigmont (1-3, 0-1) had 
more offensive success in the 
second half with two touch-
down passes. Millington kept 
pace with two scores of its own 
in the final 24 minutes. 

With the score 21-6, Pugh 
connected with Chase Michael 
for an 11-yard TD reception. 
Michael added the extra point 
to make it 28-6. 

The score was 28-12 head-
ing into the fourth quarter and 
Michael capped off the scoring 
by drilling a 26-yard field goal. 

With Millington safety Kobe 
Clark out with a bruised knee, 
the Trojan secondary had to 
adjust all night. 

“We had some missed cover-
ages,” Coach Michael noted. 
“The second touchdown on 
fourth down, we knew exactly 
what route was called. We knew 
it was coming. We put three 
people on him and nobody 
broke or made a play on the 
ball. That was disappointing for 
me. 

“For the most part the 
defense did a great job. We had 
little to no rushing yards against 
us,” he added. “Down the 
stretch they gained some pass-
ing yards after moving the ball 
around the first two weeks 
through the air and on the 
ground.”

Now the Trojans prepare for 
another league matchup taking 
on the Kirby Cougars next 
Friday at home.

“We have to get ready for 
Kirby who will be a lot like 
Craigmont,” he concluded. 
“They’ll be big. They’ve got 
speed on the outside and the 
quarterback is fast. It’s going to 
be a lot of the same challenges 
we had tonight (this) week.”

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
 Millington Star Sports Editor

It has been several years 
since the Munford Lady 
Cougars vs. Millington 
Lady Trojan soccer game 
meant extra as a league 
game. 

The blood pumping 
through the rivalry has been 
going strong since the 
departure of the Lady 
Trojans from District 14-3A 
in the 2010s. 

Fast forward to Sept. 5, 
the Lady Cougars vs. Lady 
Trojans M&M on the Pitch 
matchup was for an import-
ant District 15-2A victory. 
After 80 minutes, both 
teams are still waiting to see 
who can pull out a league 
win at the other’s 
expense. The first half went 
scoreless despite the Lady 
Cougars getting several 
shots on goals. Munford 
broke through early in the 
second half courtesy of a 
Nadia Solomon goal. 

Millington’s strategy on 

offense finally paid off with 
through-passes. Christina 
Cook netted the game tying 
goal. Then the Lady Trojans 
took the lead with less than 
5 minutes to go in the game 
when Layla Batts received 
a Cook blast up the side and 
outraced the Munford 
defense for a cross shot 
goal. 

Seemingly on their way 
to victory, the Lady Trojans 
packed the middle of the 
field on defense. The Lady 
Cougars made the adjust-
ment and Sarah Rice got a 
shot on net to deadlock the 
game at 2-2.

“Very bitter, because we 
are a lot better than what we 
showed tonight,” Munford 
Head Coach Chris Olson. 
“Nothing against 
Millington. They came out 
and did their thing. We 
couldn’t execute.”

Millington Head Coach 
Jerrett Everson said his 
Lady Trojans came ready to 
play against their rivals. 

“That’s the best we’ve 
played this year so far,” he 

noted. “I will admit they 
have gotten better with their 
tackling, staying hip-to-hip 
on defenders and bodying 
up. 

“I will admit also we did 
get lucky,” Everson contin-
ued. “Munford had about 
10 shots on us and if they 
could have put them a little 
bit closer in those corners, it 

might have been a different 
ball game outcome for us. 
The soccer gods were on 
our side tonight. We did a 
good job of staying with 
them and pressuring them.”

Lady Cougars like 
Summer Bragaw and Sarah 
Ault fired shots on 
Millington goalie Grace 
Bell. Bell made many ath-

letic saves and her defen-
sive line of Tamia 
Duckworth, Julianna Cook 
and Morgan Gilley pes-
tered the Munford strikers 
all game. Once Millington 
took the 2-1 lead late in the 
game, the Lady Cougars 
intensified their efforts to at 
least salvage a tie. 

“I am going to take a lot 

from them not quitting,” 
Olson concluded. “That’s 
the fight I want to win. I 
think we have to take the 
good of what they did and 
correct the game play. There 
was a lot of kicking and not 
enough passing. I think 
there are some corrections 
we’re going to make, 
adjustments. Going for-
ward, this is only going to 
make them better.”

Millington left the 
Millington Stadium field 
with an effort to build from 
heading down the road. 
Everson had a list of 
improvements for his devel-
oping squad.

“Finding feet, we need 
to be able to look up and 
make passes,” he conclud-
ed. “We need to trust our 
formation. We still really 
don’t know what we’re 
doing out there. Luckily 
we’ve got good players in 
good positions. And when 
we make the right passes, 
they’re there. But we’ve got 
to be able to know what we 
are doing at all times.”

Tale of two M’s: Soccer rivalry ends in a tie
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

 Millington Star Sports Editor

Cardinals fly back to even dominating Kingsbury

Last Thursday night the Brighton 
Cardinals beat the Kingsbury 
Falcons 50-0. 

The Cardinals had just come off a 
42-6 victory against Ridgeway High 
School.

The Cardinals (2-2, 1-0 in Region 
8-5A) gave no chance for the Falcons 
to win when Tray Bonner returned 
two punts for touchdowns. Bonner 
also rushed for more than 50 yards 
during the game

He was not the only one scoring 
for the Cardinals. Brighton quarter-
back Cade Crowson threw two 

touchdowns with no interceptions 
giving the Falcons their fourth 
straight loss.

When Cardinal Head Coach Keith 
Setler was asked after the game what 
the future held, he said, “I thought 
the (players) played well and worked 
on getting better on some group 
expectations we set out.”

Hopes are high for this week’s 
game against the Memphis Central 
Warriors Setler said.

 “A Region win is what’s import-
ant here more than anything else and 
we achieved that and look to next 
week’s important Region matchup 
with the Warriors,” he said.

Kingsbury has not been having 
the greatest season with a 0-4 overall 
record and 0-1 in Region play.

Despite a few missed chances, Millington has enough good to beat Craigmont
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Youth sport 
Clinics

millington parks and 
recreation is proud to an-
nounce a collaboration 
with millington central 
High school on some 
youth sports clinics for 
a number of different 
sports . these clinics will be 
instructed by the coach-
es and players of trojans 

sports team both past and 
present . each of the clinics 
will be limited in the num-
ber of participants and the 
ages will vary by sport .  

for more information, 
call 901-873-5770 .

 Here is a list of the cur-
rent clinics:

Volleyball on saturday, 
sept . 16 at the mcHs 
Gymnasium at 8050 West 
street

basketball on satur-
day, sept . 23 at the mcHs 

Gymnasium at 8050 West 
street

Ladies Lunch 
& shop

the millington Area 
chamber of commerce is 
inviting the public out to 
the annual ladies lun-
cheon titled ladies lunch 
& shop sept . 21 with 
shopping starting at 10 

a .m . the lunch and pro-
gram will start at 11:30 
and shopping picks back 
up at 1 p .m . at crosspointe 
baptist church located at 
8850 Highway 51 north . 
for ticket information, to 
be a vendor or to sponsor 
a table, call the mAcc 
office at 872-1486 . 

senior Club
the millington senior 

citizen’s club is meeting 
again Wednesdays at 10 
a .m . with entertainment 
weekly . the club meets at 
the baker community 
center located at 7942 
church street . for more 
information, call 873-5770 . 

GARDEninG 
With nAtiVE 

PLAnts +
plant swap—bring a 

plant and get a plant!
speaker—Joellen di-

mond, Horticulture expert 
first united methodist 

church—Williams Hallon 
saturday, sept . 16,  from 

10 a .m .-noon . 
light refreshments —

and the community is in-
vited . for more informa-
tion call 901-872-2609

millington 
Library

the library hosts free 
Adult ukulele lessons 
every monday at 5 p .m ., 
and there are other events 
like Afternoon storytime 
at the millington public 
library . for more informa-
tion, call 872-1585 or visit 
4858 navy road in 
millington .

millington 
Food Pantry

the millington food 
pantry is located on the 
grounds of millington first 
united methodist church 
at 8029 Wilkinsville road, 
is available to qualified 
residents of 38053 living 
in shelby county .  Hours of 
operation are each tues-
day 10 a .m . to 1 p .m ., and 

the third saturday of each 
month 10 a .m . - 1 p .m .  call 
901-872-2771 to make  an 
appointment .   Appoint-
ments are not made  in 
advance of the day the 
pantry is open .

CBC monthly 
meeting

the millington city 
beautiful commission 
meets monthly on the first 
thursday of each month 
at the millington idb 
building located at 7965 
Veterans parkway . the 
public is welcomed to 
attend . 

senior Exercise
the senior exercise club 

meets mondays and 
thursdays from 9 a .m . to 
10 a .m . at the baker 
community center locat-
ed at 7942 church street 
in millington . for more 
information, call 873-5770 .

Remembering 9/11

The sweltering hot sum-
mer is behind us. The Fall 
season isn’t quite here yet but 
National Life Insurance 
Awareness Month is.  

Insurance industry pro-
fessionals spend countless 
hours throughout the year 
giving rate quotes on how 
much it would cost to cover 
your home, automobile, or 
business for something that 
might happen.  But 
September is a different 
time.  It’s when the focus is 
centered specifically around 
Life Insurance.  This is the 
month that a national con-
certed effort is made to make 

sure people know what Life 
Insurance Is. Nearly 20 years 
ago, this initiative was started 
by an organization called 
Life Happens.  

Even with all the advertis-
ing and discussions, so many 
people are still left in the 
dark.  Especially in smaller 
populated areas such as 
towns like Millington or 
Munford.  Mostly because in 
small towns there are usually 
only a handful of insurance 
agents.  Very little focus is on 
educating the community 
because traditionally an 
agent sits down with one 
person or family at a 
time.  That is not to say that 
those agents are not benefit-
ing the community. They 
are.  As a community, we 
must get past “talking” about 
it and begin “doing” some-
thing about it, but not before 
we really “know” about it.  

What is life insur-
ance?  I’m glad you 
asked.  Life insurance is a 
contract between you and an 
insurance company.  You 
will pay them a premium 
payment and in exchange, 
the life insurance company 
will pay a lump sum of 
money called a death benefit 
to a specified person or peo-
ple who are called beneficia-
ries.  The most common pur-
pose of life insurance is to 
ensure that your family is 
taken care of financially and 
to ensure they are not faced 
with hardship. Getting life 
insurance gives you peace of 
mind.  

There are 5 basic types of 
life insurance.  No, you are 
not expected to know every-
thing about each 
one.  However, knowing 
something about each will 
help you ask questions that 
help narrow your choices 
and then you can ultimately 
make the decision for your-

self, not your agent.   
Talking about Death is a 

very uncomfortable but nec-
essary conversation to 
have.  We all know that.  So 
how do we get started?  The 
simple answer is, to get start-
ed.  Start with arming your-
self with the information 
necessary to make the best 
and most informed deci-
sion.  The most important 
guidance I can give you is to 
advise you not to get your 
information from anyone 
other than a Licensed 
Insurance Agent.  It is very 
tempting to ask your friends 
and family members about 
the different types of insur-
ance and what they think is 
best for you.  Truth is, they 
don’t know.  They don’t 
know because the needs of 
each person are very differ-
ent. What was best for them 
is not necessarily what is best 
for you.  Asking them is kind 
of like asking your mechanic 
to cut your hair.  

Starting with the quote 
(how much it costs), is not 
where you start.  When you 
speak to an insurance agent, 
your first question should not 
be how much it costs. The 
agent should not give you 
any dollar amount if they 
have not asked you a series 
of questions about your 
needs first. That is called a 
Needs Analysis.  For you to 
be able to answer those ques-
tions, you will need to know 
the answers regarding how 
much money your family 
would need to sustain, should 
you die unexpectedly.  There 
are other things to consider 
but this is enough to get you 
started. 

These decisions have 
always been in your heart but 
now they are on your 
mind.  Let’s do something 
about it.  

Shelby Handley-
Hutchison of National 
Advance Planning 
Professional is a licensed life 
insurance agent and can be 
reached at shelby@hand-
ley-hutchison.com or 901-
256-8485

September is Life Insurance Awareness Month



As individuals approach 
the end of their lives, 
they often reflect on the 
choices they’ve made 
and the paths 
they’ve taken . 
regrets can 
weigh heavily 
on one’s mind 
during this 
introspective 
phase . While 
regrets are highly person-
al and can vary greatly 
from person to person, 
some common themes 
emerge when examining 
the biggest regrets peo-
ple tend to have at the 
end of life .
1 . **not pursuing their 
dreams:** one of the 
most significant regrets 
is often not having fol-
lowed one’s passions and 
dreams . many people 
realize too late that they 
spent their lives in jobs 
they disliked or never 
pursued their true inter-
ests .
2 . **neglecting rela-
tionships:** failing to 
nurture and prioritize re-
lationships is a common 
regret . people often wish 
they had spent more time 
with loved ones, forgiven 
more easily, or communi-
cated more openly .
3 . **Working too much:** 
the relentless pursuit of 
career success can lead 
to regret for some . they 
wish they had struck a 
better work-life balance 
and spent more time with 
family and friends .
4 . **not taking care of 
their Health:** neglect-
ing health and well-being 
can result in profound re-
grets . people often wish 
they had eaten better, ex-
ercised more, or avoided 
harmful habits .
5 . **not traveling or ex-
ploring more:** many 
people regret not having 
explored the world or ex-
perienced different cul-

tures . travel regrets often 
revolve around opportu-
nities missed .
6 . **not expressing their 
feelings:** bottling up 

emotions and 
not express-
ing love, grat-
itude, or apol-
ogies can lead 
to deep re-

grets . people wish they 
had been more open and 
honest about their feel-
ings .
7 . **Holding onto Grudg-
es:** not forgiving or 
reconciling with others 
can cause lasting regrets . 
Holding onto grudges 
can prevent people from 
finding peace .
8 . **not taking risks:** 
regret can stem from 
not taking calculated 
risks or stepping out of 
one’s comfort zone . this 
includes missed oppor-
tunities in love, career, or 
personal growth .
9 . **not saving or plan-
ning for the future:** fi-
nancial regrets are com-
mon . failing to save or 
plan for retirement can 
lead to financial stress 
and regrets later in life .
10 . **not living in the 
present:** finally, many 
people regret not living 
in the moment and ap-

preciating the present . 
they realize they spent 
too much time worrying 
about the past or future .
While it’s impossible to 
avoid all regrets, taking 
proactive steps to pursue 
one’s passions, nurture 
relationships, prioritize 
health, and live in the 
present can help mini-
mize the regrets that may 
haunt us as we approach 
the end of our journey . 
the most significant re-
gret ever would be to 
meet Jesus christ for the 
first time only after death . 
seek to know Him now . 
“you will seek me and 
find me when you seek 
me with all your heart .” 
Jeremiah 
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RITA OGLESBY FORT
Rita Oglesby Fort, 67, passed away September 4, 2023. The family 
received friends Sept. 7 at the Millington Chapel until the service. 
Interment followed in West Union Cemetery in Millington. Mun-
ford Funeral Home  Millington Chapel had charge. 

JERRY DARNELL MACLIN
Jerry Darnell  Maclin, 83, of Millington, passed away on August 
30, 2023 at his residence. There was a public viewing for Mr. Ma-
clin on Sept. 8 at Jefferson Mortuary, Inc., in Millington.  An addi-
tional viewing took place on Sept. 9 with a Homegoing Celebra-
tion at Oak Spring Church, in Arlington.

MAMIE LEE PEETE
Mamie Lee Peete, 88, of Millington, passed away on August 31, 
2023 at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Memphis.There was a visita-
tion for Mrs. Peete on Sept. 9 at Jefferson Mortuary - in Millington.  
Her memorial service was at The Kingdom Hall Jehovah Witness-
es, in Millington. Interment followed at Northridge Woodhaven 
Cemetery in Millington after the memorial service. Jefferson Mor-
tuary, Inc. had charge.

B.L. ‘POODLE’ STAFFORD
B. L. “Poodle” Stafford, 83, of Burlison, passed away on Septem-
ber 2, 2023 after a lengthy illness.  Mr. Stafford was a retired die-
sel mechanic, retired truck driver and attended the Henning As-
sembly of God Church. Funeral services were held Sept.6 at the 
Covington Funeral Home chapel with interment in Mary’s Chapel 
Cemetery in Ripley.  

Dave’s 
Raves

By DAviD Peel

Meanings of Life

Remembering 9/11
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Fall is on the horizon and it’s 
time for a series of new TV 
shows, loads of variety options 
and blockbuster movies. 

Wait a minute, does the 
recent strike in Hollywood 
affect my viewing pleasures? I 
always thought actors, enter-
tainers and those who wrote for 
them were obsolete. Although 
Hollywood is a luxury industry, 
we do derive some value and 
need from what the workers 
provide. 

Since May 2, a series of labor 
disputes within the American 
film industry took place, main-
ly focused on the strikes of 
the Writers Guild of 
America and SAG-AFTRA. It 
is the second time two 
Hollywood labor unions are 
striking simultaneously — the 
first having occurred in 1960.

Add sports into that category 
of a luxury profession, certainly 
not a necessity, in our everyday 
lives. It takes talent, skills, abil-
ity and a willingness to give up 
your private life to be a suc-
cessful actor or athlete. 

Hello music industry, I am 
looking at you too. While most 
of us can’t carry a tune, singing 
and playing an instrument adds 
a soundtrack for our everyday 
emotions. But we would sur-
vive without another song ever 
being made. 

Most jobs are either a luxury 
or convenience. Few jobs like 
firefighter, officer, sewage 
worker, military, medical staff, 
teacher or cafeteria worker are 
essential to our development 
and survival.

As 2023 nears an end and 
my entertainment options are 
cut in half, I was thinking about 
the top 10 jobs as of today that 
are not needed at all. The scary 
part about my list, most people 
under 40 years old desire to 
have these “occupations.” 

If everyone becomes one of 
these 10 things, our society is 
doomed and the days of the 
United States being a world 
power are so over. 

10. Blogger
A blogger is someone who 

writes regularly for an online 
journal or website. That is cool 
because that falls in the line of 
a columnist and that person 
should have expertise in that 
field or industry like a political 
blogger. The blogger I don’t 
champion is the personal blog-
ger seeking to make an income 
off keeping a website. It’s an 
electronic diary including pho-
tographs and personal artifacts.

9. Vlogger
Vlogger is short for Video 

Blogger  and refers to a person 
who creates and shares video 
content online. Vloggers tend 
to record videos relevant to a 
specific topic or industry, but it 
can also simply be to document 
day-to-day life. We have too 
many people rushing to their 
carseat to place their cell phone 
behind the steering wheel. Then 
they go to video or a social 
media app to go live. All left to 
do is give your opinion or take 
on everyday life, current events, 
trends or some incident that just 
personally happened to him or 
her. 

Everything doesn’t have to 
be broadcasted people.

8. Telemarketer
A telemarketer is salesper-

son who is employed by a com-
pany to telephone people in 
order to persuade them to buy 
the company’s products or ser-
vices.

Most people text now and 
won’t answer a strange phone 
number on their cell phone. 
Plus most mobile devices alert 
you of a scam caller. 

If we need to learn about 
your product, please use other 
mediums to inform us. Social 
media pop-ups and advertising 
on our mobile games is the best 
way to get our attention in 
2023. 

7. Podcaster
A podcaster is a person who 

makes an audio or video record-
ing and puts it on the internet. 
The United States has an esti-
mated 60 million podcasters.

The reason why I rank pod-
casters so low on the list is 
because there are a few in the 
industry who entertain and 
inform their listeners/viewers. 
Joe Rogan and Bill Burr are 
two great shows that can help a 

long road trip become a breeze. 
It takes skills like comedic 

timing, intelligent conversa-
tion, journalist 
integrity, knowledge 
and a willingness to 
learn to be a solid 
podcaster. 

Out of the 60 mil-
lion podcasters, I 
would guesstimate 
that 59,999,001 of 
those are horrible or 
very forgettable. 

6. YouTuber
A YouTuber is a person who 

uploads, produces or appears in 
videos on the video-sharing 
website YouTube. Dang, that 

means I am a 
YouTuber. I guess 
No. 6 is a fair rank-
ing. 

There are two 
types of people on 
the site You Tube, 
those who create 
content and those 
who react to content. 

With West 10 Media, 90 per-
cent of the content is genuine, 
obtained by us and is based on 

real-life occurrences. 
On the other end, more and 

more content creators are load-
ing up compilation videos and 
doing voice overs. Some narra-
tions are artificial intelligence. 

There is a category of 
YouTubers who react to other 
YouTubers. Another method is 
taking actual news footage and 
breaking it down. YouTube is 
mostly gossip now. 

5. Content Creator
A content creator is some-

one who creates entertaining or 
educational material to be 

expressed through any medium 
or channel. Content creation 
especially pertains to digital 
content, since that’s where the 
majority of content is con-
sumed.

So a bunch of people with 
talent and resources produce 
something entertaining. Then a 
lazy person with just a phone 
will react to their piece and try 
to generate revenue. 

The main reason content 
creators make this list is 
because of the foolishness it 
causes. Many of those stupid 
pranks, daredevil challenges, 
criminal behavior and invasion 
of privacy we see online are 
going viral. Either going viral 
or having content for their 
channel or page. 

4. Influencer
An influencer is a person 

with the ability to influence 
potential buyers of a product or 
service by promoting or rec-
ommending the items on social 
media. 

Newsflash people, most of 
us are not important enough to 
impact other people’s purchas-
ing decisions. 

We have a generation of 
children who want to put on 
makeup, test products, travel, 
eat tons of food and hit the gym 
for a living. 

We are heading toward fail-
ure as a nation if most of our 
children become any of these 
types of influencers: fashion, 
health & fitness, beauty, life-
style, food, pet, sports, travel, 
parenting, gaming, technology 
or entertainment. 

I miss the good ole days of a 
celebrity trying to influence 
my thoughts and purchasing. 

3. Twitch Streamer
A Twitch streamer is a per-

son who broadcasts his or her-
self in real time (referred to as 
streaming) while playing video 
games. That person is known 
as a streamer. Those who want 
to stream their play may do so 
through online platforms such 
as Twitch and YouTube.

Who enjoys setting through 
hours of watching someone 
else play a video game and do 
senseless commentary. 

The streamer is typically 
shouting at the game play or 
cursing up a storm about any-
thing. It is scary how success-
ful this format is in our coun-
try. It’s a sign of our demise as 
a country.

2. Instagram model
An Instagram model is user 

that has amassed a large fol-
lowing by posting engaging 
photos of themselves and their 
lifestyles. Companies knowing 
that many mindless people 
flock to these “model” will hire 
them to promote products 
because they have significant 
influence and popularity that 
can be used to boost sales. 

If you’re born beautiful or 
visit the plastic surgeon’s knife 
enough, your physical attrac-
tion can net you thousands of 
dollars. Post some suggestive 
and racy pictures to gain a fol-
lowing. The brands will take 
the bait and hire you to pro-
mote their product. 

1. Tik Toker
Sadly I’ve heard people in 

my everyday life describe 
themselves as a…as a… Tik 
Toker. What? Supposedly it is 
someone who uses the social 
media service TikTok, espe-
cially someone who shares 
short videos they have made, 
often of themselves doing an 
activity and including music. 

Attention everyone: danc-
ing, mocking a song, giving 
your political thoughts, ranting 
in your car, doing comedy, exe-
cuting a prank or doing com-
mentary is not a profession that 
will help us progress. 

These are all hobbies and 
should be treated as such. 
Actually, all these “jobs” are 
hobbies and make a great addi-
tion to your real occupation. 
Please treat these as such so we 
won’t collapse as a nation. 

THOMAS SELLERS JR. is 
the editor of The Millington 
Star and both the sports editor 
and a weekly personal colum-
nist for West 10 Media/Magic 
Valley Publishing. Contact him 
by phone at (901) 433-9138, by 
fax to (901) 529-7687 and by 
email to thomas@magicvalley-
publishing.com.
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Is this Working?
As autumn approaches, thinking about ‘jobs’ that might cause the fall of our society
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first taste of victory

PhOTOS By BrOOKElyNN lOPEz
The Millington Trojans picked up their first win of the 2023 season 
back in early September at home dominating Power Center 9-0. 
Scoring went as follow: Goal No. 1 - Lavla Batts (Christina Cook 
assist), Goal No. 2 - Rilee Ervin, Goal No. 3 - Layla Batts (Christina 
Cook assist), Goal No. 4 - Christina Cook (Morgan assist), Goal No. 5 
- Christina Cook, Goal No. 6 - Christina Cook and in the second half 
Goal No. 7 - Layla Batts (Kynzie Gordon assist), Goal No. 8 - Layla 
Batts and Goal No. 9 - Christina Cook.



Taking center stage, 
newly promoted U.S. 
Navy Lieutenant Com-
mander Matt Faber ad-
dressed those gathered in 
the Pat Thompson Center 
on September 5. 

Faber noted how hard 
work doesn’t always line 
up with success, but when 
it does, the occasion is 
very special. His wife 
Megan Wilson knows 
firsthand the gratification 
of validation dedication. 

The Class of 2009 Mil-
lington Central High 
School valedictorian 
graduated with a 4.0 
grade point average, com-
mander in the NJROTC, 
and with the Medal of 
Excellence being an out-
standing math student. 

Over the past 14 years, 
Wilson has continued her 
hard working ways earn-
ing the right to join her 
husband in a double pro-
motional ceremony from 
Lieutenant to Lieutenant 
Commander in the U.S. 
Navy.

“This is awesome and 
there is definitely a lot 
more weight on our shoul-
ders now,” Wilson said.

The couple made a vow 
to carry on the legacies 
of those who taught and 
trained them throughout 
their military careers. Wil-
son and Faber also talked 
about honoring those who 
wore, wear and will dawn 
the uniform.

Faber’s background is 
traced back to Japan. His 
family made the trip to 
Millington for his promo-
tion. Along with dozens 
of peers and colleagues, 
Wilson’s family was pres-

ent as well.
Wilson is a native of 

Millington and was cele-
brated by her hometown 
back in 2009 for being 
valedictorian. 

She went on to win the 
Navy Scholarship which 
paid for her entire four-
year education at Chris-
tian Brothers University. 
Wilson graduated Magna 
Cum Laude with a Math 
and Science degree. 

She was then Commis-
sioned into the Navy at 
rank of Ensign. During 
her time in the Navy Wil-
son has traveled to Abu 
Dhabi, Hawaii, and Ja-
pan.  

In Hawaii is where she 
met her future husband. 
They both have been pro-

moted many times, sepa-
rately.

Faber was born and 
raised in Okinawa, Ja-
pan.  With Japanese as his 
first language, he learned 
English at 11 years old.
He is now fluent in both 
English and Japanese.  At 
20, he moved to the U.S. 
to attend college in Flori-
da.  He worked three jobs 
to put himself through 
college.  

Upon graduating, he 
earned his commission 
through the Jackson-
ville University NROTC 
program in 2014.  He is 
third generation U. S. 
Navy.  His first assign-
ment was as a Surface 
Warfare Officer onboard 
USS O’KANE (DDG 77) 

in Hawaii, where he met 
Megan.  

Since then, they have 
endured seven years of 
long-distance relationship 
as they independently 
served all over the world, 
until Megan “forced” him 
to marry her in Pensacola, 
Fla.  They both transferred 
from Surface Warfare Of-
ficers to Human Resource 
Officers in the U. S. 
Navy.  Their professional 
adventures have been in 
Hawaii, South Carolina, 
California, Japan, Virgin-
ia, Florida and Tennessee.  
They finally began their 
married lives in the same 
location in Millington in 
May 2022.

With Wilson and Faber 
both being stationed at 

Naval Air Station Mill-
ington, it was building up 
to a dual promotional cer-
emony. 

Faber said he was hon-
ored to share the stage and 
moment with an amazing 
example of a Naval offi-
cer.

“She has taught me 
balance,” he noted. “We 
talked about this a couple 
of weeks ago. Giving it 
100 percent at work but 
when you get home you 
cut it off. When you come 
back home it’s about fam-
ily and our time together. 
That way you don’t get 
burnout. Also you won’t 
neglect the family.”

Faber said he hopes his 
bride has learned some-
thing from him over the 

years.
“Focusing on being a 

better person today than 
you were yesterday,” he 
said. 

Wilson has a strong 
Navy legacy, being a third 
generation officer follow-
ing her fraternal grandfa-
ther and her father.

Wilson said she dedi-
cates part of her Naval 
career to the City of Mil-
lington, MCHS, and the 
ROTC program.

“It doesn’t stop at high 
school and it does get bet-
ter,” Wilson concluded. 
“The world needs people 
who care, the Navy needs 
people who care. This 
generation is a very caring 
generation. We can make 
great things happen.” 

With her husband by her side, 2009 MCHS Valedictorian receives Naval promotion
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Still the One
By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star 


